
2 Kings 15:12
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu,

saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the

fourth generation. And so it came to pass. 

Analysis

This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons

shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came

to pass.

This verse contributes to the overall theme of chapter 15: Political chaos reveals

spiritual bankruptcy. The divine name emphasizes Yahweh's covenant relationship

with Israel and His sovereign control over historical events. This passage occurs

during the decline toward Israel's exile, demonstrating how persistent covenant

unfaithfulness leads to national disaster. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical  Setting: 2  Kings  15  takes  place  during  the  declining  years  of  the

northern  kingdom,  8th  century  BCE,  culminating  in  exile  in  722  BCE.  The

chapter's theme (Rapid Succession and Instability) reflects the historical reality of

progressive political instability and external threats, particularly from Aram (Syria)

and  later  Assyria.  Archaeological  evidence  from  this  period  includes  royal

inscriptions, administrative documents, and material culture that corroborate the
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biblical account while providing additional context for understanding the political

and social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 15 regarding political chaos reveals spiritual bankruptcy?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

Interlinear Text
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H1697
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Additional Cross-References

2 Kings 10:30 (References Lord):  And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou

hast done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto

the house of Ahab according to all  that was in mine heart,  thy children of the

fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.

Acts  1:16 (Word):  Men  and  brethren,  this  scripture  must  needs  have  been

fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning

Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.

Mark 13:31 (Word):  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not

pass away.

Zechariah 1:6 (Word):  But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my

servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned

and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways,

and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

John 19:24 (Word): They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but

cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith,

They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These

things therefore the soldiers did.

John 10:35 (Word): If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and

the scripture cannot be broken;

2 Kings 13:13 (References Israel): And Joash slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam

sat upon his throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

2 Kings 14:29 (References Israel): And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with

the kings of Israel; and Zachariah his son reigned in his stead.

2 Kings 13:10 (References Israel): In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of

Judah began Jehoash the son of  Jehoahaz to reign over Israel  in  Samaria,  and

reigned sixteen years.
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